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Trey Koger and Jarmon     
Ramsey on research plots 

Willard Jack in China on behalf of 
U.S. Soybean Export Council 

Summer Peer Group Meetings Near and Far 

From left: Gordon Millar, Mark Watchman, 
Josh Lawrence, Mike Brooks, Grant Ander-
son, Andrew Miller, and Jeremy Jack.  

     Traveling to the Royal Slope of 
the Columbia Valley is a long way 
from the delta, in more than just 
distance. The rich delta culture of 
the flatland rice and cotton fields is 
very different from the mountains 
in the background of Royal City, 
Washington. The beautiful area of 
the valley is breathtaking. This ar-
ea was originally a desert that now 
takes water from the Columbia riv-
er and diverts it through a system  

of channels in the valley and 
then returns it back to the river 
downstream. An unbelievable 
task today, much less when it 
was built -a tribute to American 
ingenuity of the past generation. 
     Josh Lawrence grows apples, 
cherries, wine grapes, wheat, 
and timothy. The Lawrence 
Team does not stop at growing 
these products. The apples they 
grow are then put into an on 
farm controlled atmosphere stor-
age facility and then shipped to 
an apple packaging facility in 
which they share ownership. The 
wine grapes are crushed and 
used to create Gard wine. The 
name, Gard, means “farm” in 
Scandinavia, which is where 
Josh’s family originates. The 
wine that is produced is shipped 
to vendors across the United 
States.  You can access their 
wine lineup and order it online at 
www.gardvintners.com. 
 

Newport, Arkansas 

From left: Melissa Gerber, Julie Block,  
Stephanie Halcomb, Sara Rabel, Jennifer 
James, Stacie Koger, Kasey Bamberger, and 
Kassi Rowland. 

In many ways the Arkansas delta 
is similar to our area around Bel-
zoni, Mississippi.  Long stretches 
of flat land close to the Mississippi 
river makes the area attractive for 
growing crops such as rice, soy-
beans and corn.   
     Jennifer James is primarily a 
rice, corn and soybean farmer, 
and she has also tapped into a 
specialty soybean market by pro-
ducing natto soybeans – a variety 
of soybeans with the biggest con-
sumer being the Japanese food 
market.  Jennifer meets directly 
with Japanese consumers once 
per year to promote her natto 
beans, and at her home operation, 
she oversees the planting, har-
vesting, cleaning and exporting of 
the natto beans to Japan.  Jen-
nifer is a large producer of rice as 
well.  During the peer group meet-
ing, the group toured the Jonesbo-
ro Riceland Foods rice mill which 
is close to Jennifer’s operation. 
Riceland is the world’s largest mil-
ler and marketer of rice. Its Jones-
boro facility is the largest mill in 
the world.  After the tour of the 
facility, Stacie’s peer group met 
with Riceland Foods CEO, Danny 
Kennedy, to discuss the future of 
the coop, agriculture and women 
in agriculture. 
     Peer groups continue to be one 
of the greatest investments of our 
time outside of our day-to-day re-
sponsibilities.  The time each year 
we have spent with these individu-
als has helped us grow both per-
sonally and professionally. 

     Stacie stayed closer to home 
visiting Jennifer James farming 
operation in Newport, Arkansas.   

June 2017 Wheat Harvest 

    Two times per year, Jeremy, 
Stacie and Elizabeth meet with 
their peer groups made up of sev-
eral farmers from across the coun-
try.  During the summer meeting, 
both peer groups chose a mem-
ber’s farm to visit, and this year, 
we went near and far. Jeremy 
traveled to the Columbia Valley of 
Washington State to visit Josh 
Lawrence’s diversified fruit and 
row crop operation. Stacie drove 
up the road to northeast Arkansas 
to visit Jennifer James rice, corn, 
and soybean operation.   
 

Columbia Valley      
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Indigo Ag – Using Plant Microbiome to  

Change the Future of Agriculture High Speed Planting is a Planting Game-Changer 

     In 2016, Silent Shade Planting 
Company was introduced to Indi-
go, a company which shares many 
of the same goals as Silent Shade, 
including increasing crop yields in 
an environmentally sustainable 
way. One aspect that sets Indigo 
apart from its competitors is its de-
sire to understand agriculture and 
a growing season from a farmer’s 
perspective, which is why they 
have partnered with us during the 
2017 farm year. 
     Indigo is a company dedicated 
to harnessing nature to help farm-
ers sustainably feed the plan-
et.  Indigo is a leader in the next 
significant agricultural technology: 
products based on the plant micro-
biome.  Coupled with an innova-
tive business model of sharing risk 
and reward with farmers, Indigo 
has the opportunity to create the 
next significant agriculture compa-
ny with an entirely new set of core 
values that are focused on improv-
ing: 1) farmer profitability 2) envi-
ronmental sustainability and 3) 
consumer health outcomes. 
 

Business Model Innovation 
     Indigo is going to market with a 
model that shares risk and reward 
with growers based on productivity 
gains, with the goal of improving 
farmer profitability.  This spring, 
Indigo entered into a partnership 
with Silent Shade Planting Compa-
ny, whereby Indigo provides seed 
inputs (including its microbial tech-
nology) and operating capital while 
Silent Shade supplies land, labor 
and equipment. The proceeds 
from the farm are split between the 
partners based on agreed upon 
value share percentage. Indigo 
plans on rolling out this business 
model on a larger scale for this 
Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 sea-
son. 

ed to this speed because the 
seed had a set speed of fall once 
it dropped in the tube.  If the 
planter was going faster than 4.5 
MPH, the seed would bounce 
around the seed trench before 
being covered up with dirt. When 
making decisions on how many 
planters were needed each year 
to get the crop planted in a time-
ly manner, we would take the 
planter speed of 4.5 MPH into 
account.   
     As always, time changes and 
new ideas come to the table.  
John Deere asked: “What if we 
changed the tube?” ...and they 
did. The new John Deere Ex-
actEmerge Planter uses a brush 
inside a tube that “catches” the 
seed from the vacuum seed 
plate and can adjust the seed fall 
speed to the ground speed, 
meaning we can successfully 
plant at 10 MPH. That’s a 122% 
increase. This allows us to plant 
in smaller windows with less 
equipment. In farming, timing 
can be the make or break deci-
sion of the year, and this new 
planting technology is giving us 
just a little more breathing room 
to get the job done. 

     As agriculture 
technology evolves, it 
has allowed us to 
produce higher yield-
ing crops, while using 
less water, chemicals Jeremy Jack 

and time.  This spring, new high-
speed planting technology is just 
another development that has 
made my farm more efficient as 
we plant the crop. In my lifetime, I 
have used three types of planters. 
The first, the finger planter, was 
going out when I was very young. 
This planter allowed for the seed 
to fall into a slot, then the seed 
went into a tube to the soil. While 
it got the job done, it was very dif-
ficult to regulate seed population, 
spacing and singulation.  The sec-
ond planter, which I have used the 
majority of my life, was the vacu-
um planter. This planter used the 
power of air suction to hold a seed 
onto the plate and then drop it into 
a tube which guides the seed to 
the ground. This advanced plant-
ing technology allowed for great 
singulation, spacing and popula-
tion enhancements. With the vac-
uum planter, I was able to achieve 
perfect planting at a planter speed 
of 4.5 MPH. The planter was limit- 

Joe Young planted corn using the high 
speed planter and trained other  

employees how to operate it as well. 

John Deere diagram of ExactEmerge  
brush technology that makes high  

speed planting possible. 

     For more information, contact 
your local John Deere dealer or 
go to www.johndeere.com. 

Kory Hawkins 

Kory Haw-
kins, a na-
tive of Bel-
zoni, Missis-
sippi, started 
working for 
Silent Shade 
Planting 
Company in 

erations Lead (GSOL). In his new 
position, Kory is responsible for 
maintaining grain bin inventory, 
repairing grain bins, checking 
moisture level of incoming grain, 
verifying crop quality, determining 
drying requirements for incoming 
grain, and managing the seed fa-
cility including receive shipments, 
sorting, loading tenders and deliv-
ering tenders to the correct field.  
Day to day, he will also be manag-
ing 2-4 employees to assist in 
grain bin and seed work.  
     Kory is married to Kaitlyn Fuller 
of Belzoni, and they are expecting 
their first child this winter.  In his 
free time, Kory likes to hunt, fish 
and spend time with family. 

Ongoing Small and Large Plot Research Continues 

     Development of new traits, 
technologies, nutritional products, 
and crop protection help to im-
prove our  yields and profitability.   

Under the direction of Dr. Trey 
Koger and in coordination with 
Dow AgroSciences, Dupont / 
Pioneer, Valent, Stoller, John 
Deere, Syngenta, and FMC, we 
investigate these new products 
in both small and large plot con-
cepts. Pictured left is a corn field 
that contains several small plot 
weed control and nutritional tri-
als. Investigating new products 
in these settings help to reduce 
variability that can be observed 
in large plot projects. Small plot 
trials also help us to identify new 
products that can be implement-
ed into crop production systems.  

     The research projects conduct-
ed by Silent Shade Planting Com-
pany are conducted as third party 
research projects. Many of the 
companies Silent Shade Planting 
Company work with conduct re-
search with third party researchers 
as well as university research and 
extension personnel. None of our 
projects are conducted to com-
pete with Mississippi State Univer-
sity (MSU) research and extension 
personnel, as we depend greatly 
on the assistance and guidance of 
our MSU colleagues.  
     Stay tuned for future articles 
about our research discoveries. 

2016 as a farm employee.  Prior to 
working at Silent Shade, Kory 
worked in the parts house at the 
Belzoni Case location.  His experi-
ence working for Case gave him 
an excellent background in farm 
equipment, parts and mainte-
nance. In March, Kory was pro-
moted to Grain Bin and Seed Op- 

     The company is headquar-
tered in Boston, MA with com-
mercial operations and customer 
service based in Memphis, 
TN.   Indigo has over 150 em-
ployees and has raised over 
$150mm in capital since the 
founding in 2014.  David Perry is 
the CEO of Indigo who has creat-
ed multiple companies achieving 
multi-billion dollar valuations in 
the public markets over the past 
20 years.  
 

Technology 
     The company utilizes benefi-
cial microbes residing within 
plant tissues to optimize crop 
health and improve productivi-
ty.  Indigo focuses on the mi-
crobes that have evolved in con-
junction with plants over millions 
of years.  Indigo has generated 
results with beneficial microbes 
tested on more than ten different 
crops across three continents in 
six growing seasons, with trials 
consistently showing 5-15% yield 
increases under target stress 
conditions. With DNA sequenc-
ing techniques, Indigo has as-
sembled the world’s largest data-
base of genomic information  

from these microbes, resulting in 
innovative, nature-derived prod-
ucts that complement a plant's 
natural processes to improve crop 
health and productivity.  This ap-
proach has the potential to signifi-
cantly reduce the use of chemical 
insecticides, fungicides, and ferti-
lizer on hundreds of millions of 
acres world-wide. 
    Indigo has launched 5 products 
across the major row crops (corn, 
soy, wheat, cotton, and 
rice).  These products enable im-
proved water use efficiency of the 
plant, thus allowing the plant to 
better withstand water-stressed 
conditions and boosting crop 
productivity. To learn more about 
Indigo, visit www.indigoag.com. 

Employee Spotlight—Kory Hawkins 


