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Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith Appointment is Good for Agriculture 

 

Robert led spring spraying 

the decision to start purchasing 
U.S. beef shortly after the trip 
     Mississippi will benefit having 
Senator Hyde-Smith in DC. Unlike 
many others in consideration, she 
did not pursue the appointment for 
Cochran’s senate seat. Why? She 
loved her job as the Agriculture 
Commissioner being a farm girl 
herself, and she loved living here 
in her state of Mississippi.  Despite 
her reservations to accept the ap-
pointment, after much prayer and 
consideration, she decided to take 
the plunge. I am excited to see 
what great things she does for ag-
riculture and our state in the next 
coming months, and I encourage 
you to come out and vote for her 
on November 6 in the special elec-
tion.  While some say it will be a 
tight race, I am confident that Cin-
dy will do what she does best—
work hard, connect with her fellow 
Mississippians, and show every-
one what she believes in.  

    In our last newslet-
ter, I wrote an article 
about Senator Thad 
Cochran’s retirement 
and the type of ex-
ample for political  

leadership that he set for anyone 
who might attempt to step into his 
shoes. On March 21, Governor 
Phil Bryant appointed Mississippi 
Agriculture Commissioner Cindy 
Hyde-Smith to Cochran’s senate 
seat.  In all honesty, I could not 
think of a better person to follow 
in Senator Cochran’s footsteps 
than Cindy Hyde-Smith. My father 
and I worked closely with Senator 
Hyde-Smith when she was the 
Mississippi Agriculture Commis-
sioner. During that time, she 
demonstrated a depth of agricul-
ture knowledge, an unparalleled 
work ethic, and a sincere love for 
the state of Mississippi.  
     Senator Hyde-Smith is also a 
fearless advocate for Mississippi 
and agriculture. During her time 
as commissioner of agriculture, 
she appointed Willard as a mem-
ber of her dicamba task force. 
Four years before the axin herbi-
cides (dicamba/2-4D) were regis-
tered, Senator Hyde-Smith 
formed this task force with local 
farmers and representatives from 
Delta Council and Farm Bureau 
to tackle the axin herbicide issue 
head-on. She had the foresight to 
address the problem four years in 
advance to minimize problems 
that may arise from the herbicide 
use in the future.  Where other 
states, like Arkansas, had prob-
lems and have now banned the 
product, Mississippi was prepared 
with a plan of action when the 
herbicides were released. They  

are now safely used on crops, 
and those who apply it to their 
crops are required to go through 
detailed training before being per-
mitted to apply the chemicals.  
     When she served on the Mis-
sissippi State Senate, she repre-
sented Mississippi agriculture on 
a USDA trip to China to promote 
U.S. agriculture.  According to the 
story I’ve heard about this trip, 
Senator Hyde-Smith was told 
multiple times that promoting U.S. 
beef was off the table for that 
meeting, and she could not bring 
it up with the Chinese when they 
met.  Being a cattle farmer her-
self, those instructions did not sit 
well with her.  At the meeting, 
when the Chinese representa-
tives asked her directly what her 
purpose was for coming on this 
trip, she did not hesitate to say, “I 
am a beef farmer in Mississippi. 
You should be buying our beef 
and here’s why…”.  To every-
one’s surprise, the Chinese rep-
resentatives listened and made  

MS State visits farm for cotton 
sustainability research 
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Irrigation Advances Promote Water Conservation Travelling Far and Wide to “Agvocate” U.S. Soybeans 
     For the past four 
years, I have had the 
privilege to serve 
Mississippi on the 
American Soybean 
Association (ASA) 

board. In this position, I have had 
the opportunity to travel all over 
the world promoting U.S. soy-
beans. Just in the last two years, 
countries I have visited on behalf 
of USSEC include Spain, China, 
Nepal, Morocco, Japan, Belgium, 
and France. 
     ASA is a founding member of 
the U.S. Soybean Export Council 
(USSEC). USSEC is funded by the 
United Soybean Board (USB), 
which receives funds from the 
Farmer Check Off program, USDA 
Foreign Market Development 
(FMD) funds and Market Access 
Program (MAP) funds managed by 
ASA, and several other companies 
and non-government organizations 
(NGOs). USSEC is charged with 
creating a preference for U.S. Soy 
in foreign markets. One of the 
ways that it does this is by helping 
to maintain market access for U.S. 
soybeans and soybean products 
across the globe. Market access is 
both proactive and reactive en-
gagement that ensures markets 
are open, including relationship 
management, crisis management, 
and policy advocacy. Market ac-
cess maximizes the U.S. Soy com-
petitive advantage and minimizes 
potential trade barriers. 
     USSEC concentrates on three 
types of markets: basic, growth 
and mature. Market access will be 
supported in all market stages.  
     Basic markets are made up of 
countries that have some infra-
structure to import containers of 
soybean product, a small feed mill 
industry, and usually chicken 
farms.  The country may not even 
have cold storage in place or  

home refrigeration.  If that is the 
case, the chickens are killed and 
cooked in the same day. In these 
areas of the world, USSEC not 
only teaches nutrition, feed for-
mulation, chicken health, and 
modern slaughter technology, but 
also works on cold storage, cold 
transportation, and refrigerated 
retailing. One example of a basic 
market is Pakistan. 
     In the growth markets, the 
work is in demonstrating the ad-
vantages of U.S. soybeans, spe-
cifically the amino acid profile of 
the protein as well as working to 
solve problems in the supply 
chain. This market may use soy 
products for beef, dairy, pork, 
and poultry as well as some hu-
man consumption. Mexico is a 
good example of a growth mar-
ket. 
     Mature markets have utilized 
soy products for a long time and 
are very sophisticated in their 
use. In mature markets such as 
Japan or countries in the Europe-
an Union, U.S. soybeans are 
crushed to make soybean meal 
and soybean oil. Soybean meal 
is an excellent source of protein 
for livestock. Soybean oil is used 
as a vegetable oil for cooking 
and baking, as well as a biofuel 
and as an ingredient in plastic 
production and industrial lubrica- 

tion products. In mature markets, 
work focuses on policy issues 
such as biotechnology.     
     In all markets, the competitive 
advantage of our U.S. sustainabil-
ity story provides a marketing 
point of difference. Dividing mar-
kets in this manner is a fresh way 
to think about international market-
ing. 
     As a farmer on these marketing 
trips, I make presentations regard-
ing soybean production on our 
farm, in our state, and in our re-
gion. I focus especially on our 
farm’s efforts towards soil and wa-
ter conservation and our constant 
goal to grow more with less. With 
the USDA and EPA regulations in 
place, the U.S. farmer leads the 
world in sustainable farming. Sus-
tainable production of soybeans is 
a big issue worldwide because the 
people we meet in these countries 
want to know that the soybeans 
we can produce yearly will be sus-
tainable for a long time. 
     Talking about our farms and 
production practices with our cus-
tomers is more important than ev-
er. Soybeans are the largest agri-
cultural commodity exported from 
the United States. In 2017, more 
than $28 billion worth of soybeans 
were exported, which means that 
building relationships in our export 
markets is key to our profitability. 

 

Willard Jack 

Willard travelled to Nepal with USSEC representatives in May to promote U.S. soybeans. 

to apply water more uniformly 
across the field. 
     Our end goal in using these 
irrigation tools is to water our 
crops timely and effectively and to 
conserve our aquifer in the Mis-
sissippi delta. In the delta, we are 
blessed with an abundant water 
supply, but like all things, our wa-
ter supply is not infinite.  Small 
steps like these will keep delta 
farming and our aquifer sustaina-
ble for the long-term. 

    In May and June, Phil with the 
help of three other employees 
take on the arduous task of laying 
out the polypipe and punching a 
hole along each row. Phil does 
most of his work on the tractor 
which has an implement that can 
quickly roll out the pipe.  The oth-
er three employees are in charge 
of punching holes in the polypipe 
along each row. On our farm, 
there are over 100 miles of poly-
pipe laid out each year. The em-
ployees in charge of punching the 
holes must do that on foot.  In 90 
degree heat and humidity, it is 
quite the work out. 
    Following the set-up of poly-
pipe, the fields are monitored by 
soil moisture sensors that give  
day-to-day readings on soil mois-
ture in our fields.  This data keeps 
us from over-watering fields that 
may have plenty of moisture be-
neath the surface. 
     When it comes time to water 
the crops, we employ surge 
valves to put out the water in 
pulses. Surge valves apply water 
in a series of on-off cycles alter-
nating between two irrigation 
sets.  By utilizing surge valves, 
producers can expect reduced 
surface runoff and reduced deep 
percolation loss. It also allows us  

     To many who are 
not directly involved 
in row crop agricul-
ture, irrigation may 
seem to be some-
what of a simple pro-

cess. However, much planning 
and preparation takes place to en-
sure efficient use of water during 
irrigation. 
     Irrigation planning first starts in 
the winter time.  Once the crop mix 
is decided, Phil Higginbotham, our 
operations manager, spends many 
hours at a computer on a web-
based program called Pipe Plan-
ner. According to Pipe Planner’s 
website, Pipe Planner helps farm-
ers create the most efficient irriga-
tion system for row crops.  Using 
this program, Phil inputs the fol-
lowing information on each field: 
pipe length, furrow spacing, furrow 
direction, elevation change along 
polytubing, and discharge of well 
volume. Pipe planner then pro-
vides Phil the type and size of pol-
ytube, size and number of irriga-
tion holes, and estimated time re-
quired for effective irrigation. Phil 
prints off a sheet with an aerial 
view of each field and the pipe 
specifications, and he keeps it in a 
binder to refer to throughout irriga-
tion set-up. 

     This year, we upgraded our 
planting technology by purchasing 
two John Deere high speed plant-
ers. These planters have 18 row 
units that are 30 inches apart. 
They also feature two large hop-
pers that hold 5,000 lbs of seed at 
one time. However, the most 
amazing thing about these plant-
ers is the speed at which you can 
plant. Our older planters could on-
ly plant at 4 mph in corn and up to 
6 mph in soybeans, but the new  

John Deere high speed planters 
can plant at 10 mph and do a bet-
ter job.  
     A planter’s performance is 
based on how evenly the seed is 
spaced in the row as well as the 
uniformity of depth in which the 
seed is placed in the ground. The 
ultimate test is the stand of the 
plant in the field and its final yield. 
In tests we ran this year, the 
planter speed did not hinder per-
formance of the planting; howev- 

er, the speed allowed us to use 
two planters instead of four to 
plant the same acreage as last 
year.  This helped us to really in-
crease our planting efficiency, by 
decreasing our need for tractors, 
labor and fuel. In order to remain 
sustainable long-term, we know 
that we need to figure out how to 
do more with less.  This invest-
ment in new planters was just one 
way we can work towards the goal 
of sustainability. 

Elizabeth Jack 

High Speed Planters Increase Planting Efficiency in 2018 


