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By Jeremy Jack 

2020 CROP UPDATE 

 Our 2020 planting season is complete, and we 

are in full stride with our weed and pest control pro-

gram as well as irrigation. This spring started out very 

similar to last spring – extremely wet. We averaged 

about 10 inches/month for the first months of the 

year.  Thankfully, this year, we did not have as much 

extensive flooding as last year.  Also, tillage work had 

been completed in the fall of 2019, and so when it fi-

nally dried this spring, we only had to drop the seed in 

the ground.   

 In unusual weather patterns like the past few 

years, we have had to adapt and be flexible. Technolo-

gy has helped us tremendously. Our high-speed plant-

ers were able to put seeds in the ground at 10 mph 

across the field.  Many times, the planters would move 

faster than the ground could dry for us. Also, the exact-

apply sprayers have been super-efficient in the appli-

cation of our crop protection products, minimizing drift 

and maximizing weed control.  

 Technology is an amazing tool, but it is not the 

golden key. A thoughtful, adjustable and widely com-

municated plan is necessary. You have got to plan the 

work and work the plan. We have a highly skilled and 

motivated team this year. The guys work well together, 

communicate, understand their part in the plan and 

work hard. Without them, we could not succeed. Over 

the last few weeks, we have been planting, spraying,  

fertilizing and irrigating all at the same time on multi-

ple crops.  It has been exciting to see the team jump-

ing in to help each other when another team member 

falls behind.  

 Whenever we have a new employee, I explain 

the three golden rules at our business: 1st-you have to 

work safe; 2nd-you have to respect everyone on the 

team, and 3rd-you have to work. This spring, we 

worked HARD. During the busiest times, employees 

worked over 80 hours in a week, which is basically a 

twelve hour day for seven days straight. Despite the 

long hours, morale stayed high, and our guys stayed 

safe and accident-free.  For that, we are thankful.   



 

 

By Elizabeth Jack 

WATER’S ESSENTIAL ROLE IN FOOD PRODUCTION 

 We cannot live without water. In fact, it has been 

determined that humans can only live about one week 

without water, but we can live an entire month without 

food. The human brain is 75% water. Likewise, all food 

requires water. We are blessed with fresh water imme-

diately on tap in our households that sometimes we for-

get that water is a finite resource that must be con-

served. 

 According to watercalculator.org, 70% of the 

world’s extracted fresh water is used by agriculture, 

and by 2050, that figure is expected to increase to 

90%. Our water demand is outpacing supply. The good 

news is U.S. farmers are increasing their water usage 

efficiency. For example, croplife.org determined that 

farmers are producing a pound of cotton today with half 

of the amount of water that they did 20 years ago. The 

primary reason for the reduction in water usage over 

the 20 year period was attributed to more efficient wa-

ter usage through plant breeding and trait advance-

ments as well as better conservation of water through 

irrigation and tillage practices. 

 On our farm, 99% of our crop is irrigated by row 

water or pivot irrigation. In our hot Mississippi delta 

summers, irrigation is necessary for the plants to grow 

to their full potential. Our area is blessed with an abun-

dant aquifer underground. However, if we put down too 

many “straws” in this aquifer, it will run out over time.  

 Advances in science and technology have pro-

vided farmers with tools to be more deliberate in their 

water usage. Some of the technology that we employ on 

our farm include soil moisture sensors, surge valves, 

and tailwater recovery systems. We also work closely 

with Corteva representatives when purchasing seed to 

choose the right seed for our soil and climate condi-

tions. Over the years, we have seen a drastic reduction 

in the amount of water we use each growing season 

because we have adopted these practices. Not only are 

we conserving water, but we are saving money and 

growing a healthy, high-yielding plant. We call that a win

-win. Let’s all do our part to protect this valuable re-

source.  Little steps now have the compounding effect 

to make a big difference in the long-run. 

Facts and Infographic found in Bayer CropScience Agvocate. 

Surge valve 



 

 

By Willard Jack 

THE EVER-PRESENT WAR ON WEEDS 

 

Italian Rye Grass Palmer Amaranth 

 The fertile Mississippi delta soil is great for farming, but unfortunately, weeds love it too.  Since I started 

farming in the Mississippi delta in 1979, I have been in a constant war on weeds. Weeds compete with the 

crops we plant for nutrients, water and sunlight.  They are a direct threat to the growth and health of our plants, 

and if they get out of control, their damaging effects to the crops can directly affect our profitability in a big way. 

 What makes a weed, a weed? A common characteristic we see with all weeds are that they produce a lot 

of seeds (sometimes thousands per plant), and the seeds can survive for a long period of time in the soil. 

Weeds grow quickly...sometimes a couple of inches per day. They also can grow in places  and under conditions 

that may not be ideal for desirable plants. 

 Today on our farm, there are two specific weeds that we seem to struggle with the most. First is Italian 

Rye Grass, which is one of our winter weeds. It establishes quickly and can grow to be somewhere between 12-

36” tall. Italian Rye Grass has been in the delta for a long time, but the weed became glyphosate (RoundUp) re-

sistant in 2005. In addition to glyphosate, Rye Grass shows resistance to many other herbicides as well, and it is 

recommended to avoid repeat usage of the same herbicide in treating the plant. The second weed we continue 

to struggle with is Palmer Amaranth (or Pig Weed). It is an extremely aggressive weed with respect to its growth 

rate and competitive ability. Palmer amaranth has a fast growth rate of approximately 2─3 inches per day and 

commonly reaches heights of 6─8 feet when left untreated. It is a prolific seed producer with up to 500,000 

seeds on a single plant. Pre-emergent application of herbicides is the most effective way to control this weed.  

 Both of these weeds can greatly inhibit productive crop growth. For each crop, we have different weed 

management programs to fight these two weeds. Herbicides are created to be crop specific. So what we might 

apply on our soybeans to fight rye grass could also kill our cotton crop. Each crop requires different modes of 

action on weed control. For example, to fight Italian Rye Grass on soybeans, we apply a combination of Para-

quat, EverpreX and LeadOff. The application of these products, which occurs in the fall, must be done before the 

Rye Grass is 2” tall to be effective. To fight Palmer Amaranth in soybeans, we send our sprayer directly behind 

our soybean planter and broadcast a mixture of Paraquat, Trivence and Ammonium Thiosulfate.  After planting, 

we follow up about 14-21 days post plant with an application of a Fexapan, EverpreX and Abundant Edge.  

 The only way to properly manage these fast growing very resistant weeds is with pre-emergent and timely 

post application. These weeds are resilient and can be intensely damaging.  For those of you who have not yet 

had to fight Italian Rye Grass or Palmer Amaranth, be prepared. Eventually, it will make it to your area and when 

it does, you need to control it.  My motto is to start clean, stay clean and finish clean. No weed competition 

means a much more productive, higher yielding crop. 

  



 

 

 

SILENT SHADE SWEET CORN SALE STARTS JULY 1 

By Elizabeth Jack 

PANDEMIC LESSONS FOR OUR FARM FAMILY 

 As we look back on “Quarantine 2020,” we real-

ize that we came out of quarantine a bit changed. Be-

cause of the coronavirus, we were forced out of the 

hustle and bustle. Extra-curricular activities, travel, 

work meetings were all cancelled. Prior to quarantine, 

our weekends with kids included going to museums, 

taking day-trips and going out to eat. All of these things 

were good things, but we kept ourselves so busy, like 

hamsters on a wheel. 

 During quarantine, we went back to the basics. 

We watched a movie as a family. We ate family din-

ners, rather than each squeezing dinner in between 

other commitments. We taught our kids to work in the 

yard. We went fishing. We watched a turtle bury eggs in 

our yard, and then learned the hard lesson of the 

“circle of life” when the next day an Armadillo dug  

them back up.  The temptation to do other things was 

taken away, and we were forced to just embrace the 

present, and it was refreshing. 

 At work, we took steps to work remotely.  We 

used zoom for meetings with each other and business 

associates. The quarantine taught us that some of us 

could work remotely without losing the productivity. We 

also had a newfound appreciation for some of the ag 

software we were already using like granular and 

MyJohnDeere, which allowed our farm guys to work in 

sync with one another but also at a social distance. 

 While we are very excited that things are finally 

getting back to normal, we won’t forget the lessons we 

learned during quarantine. We plan to embrace the 

present and be more deliberate about our time man-

agement. 

 Our sweet corn is getting very close to harvest, 

and it is just in time for 4th of July celebrations! If you 

are interested in buying some sweet corn, you can call 

our office at 662-247-1214, and we will reserve a bag 

for you.  It is $5/dozen, and it comes straight from the 

field at peak freshness. 

 In the past, we have used the money raised 

from our sweet corn sale to support a charity. Last 

year, proceeds went to the South Delta Disaster Relief 

Fund, affiliated with the Community Foundation of 

Washington County.  It was through that donation that 

we got to know the Community Foundation of Wash-

ington County.  They do amazing work for many differ-

ent areas of need in our delta area. You can learn 

more about their work on their Facebook page, Com-

munity Foundation of Washington County. 

 About a month ago, the Foundation reached 

out to us about possibly using our sweet corn to ad-

dress an immediate need in our community. They ex-

plained that because of the coronavirus epidemic 

there is an increasing number of families who were 

suffering from food insecurity. The quarantine caused 

a “double-whammy” for their family. First, many lost  

their jobs or had a reduction of hours. Second, their 

kids no longer were in school where they received two 

balanced meals per day. The result is that our local 

food pantry supplies were spread thin because of the 

increased demand. The food pantries are still feeling 

the pinch and are especially looking for extra avenues 

to receive fresh (not canned) food donations. 

 After talking with Terri Lane, the Executive Di-

rector of the Community Foundation of Washington 

County, it was a no-brainer that this would be a perfect 

fit for our sweet corn charity sale.  So, this year, a 

large portion of our sweet corn will be donated directly 

to food pantries in the Mississippi Delta. Terri ex-

plained there are many pantries that have as many as 

500 families they provide food to on a weekly and/or 

monthly basis, depending on their distribution sched-

ules. We are excited that they will be able to get a doz-

en ears of our sweet corn in their grocery pickup dur-

ing the first weeks of July. If you would like to help pro-

vide food security to families in need in the delta, con-

tact the Community Foundation of Washington County.  

Even the smallest donation, can make a big differ-

ence. 


