
It has been about six 
years since we made 
the decision to start 
having a farm news-
letter. I can’t take 
credit for the idea.  

Dick Wittman recommended it to 
my TEPAP class back in 2007.  
At the time, I posed the idea of a 
newsletter to my family as a way 
to expand our outreach to our 
landlords.  Looking back, I realize 
how narrow my focus was at the 
time.  While it has been a great 
way to reach out to our landlords, 
we were kind of “preaching to the 
choir.” Most of our landlords are 
former farmers, current farmers or 
have been involved in ag real es-
tate for some time.  As our read-
ership has expanded, our audi-
ence has become more diverse 
with many on the distribution list 
having little or no connection to 
agriculture.  It is in that audience 
that I feel the newsletter is making 
the biggest difference by giving 
our farmer perspective on agricul-
ture and hopefully clearing up 
misconceptions that might be out 
there. 
     I want this newsletter to touch 
those who may live in the city and 
never visited a farm. They need to 
understand where their food 
came from and how it got to their 
table. To the right, I have listed 
just a few frequently asked ques-
tions I have received from family 
and friends over the years. If 
there is ever a topic that you 
would like us to discuss, please 
message us on Facebook or send 
an email to elizabeth@silent-
shade.com.  We would love to try 
to include it in our next newsletter.   
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FAQs 
Q: Is the corn plant green when you harvest the corn?  

A: No, we wait until the corn stalk matures and turns brown.  We 

cannot harvest our corn until it is at the correct moisture. Corn can 

field dry or be harvested at a higher moisture and dried down. Corn 

needs to have an internal moisture of 15% to properly store in the 

grain bins. 

Q: What crops does a combine 

harvest?  

A: On our farm, we use the 

combine to harvest corn, soy-

beans, wheat and rice.  We use 

a draper header for soybeans, 

wheat, and rice, and a corn 

header for corn. Combine with draper header cutting rice 

Q: The ear of corn you posted on Facebook is really big – is it genet-

ically modified?  

A: Yes, we do use GMO corn. GMO corn has genetic traits added to 

give the plant better protection from pests and tolerance to certain 

pesticides. There are three types of GMO corn—herbicide tolerant 

corn, insect tolerant corn and corn that has a combination of these 

two traits. We use corn that has a combination of these two traits 

because we live in an area with intense weed and bug pressures. 

Corn ear size is not determined by GMO or Non-GMO. GMOs allow 

growers to not spray as many pesticides, non-GMO corn must be 

sprayed much more. GMO corn allows us to increase our yields 

which will help us to address global food shortages.  

Q: What is the difference between brown rice and white rice and 

which do you farm?  

A: First of all, all white rice starts out as brown rice. White rice is 

brown rice that has had the bran and germ removed. Because brown 

rice has the bran and germ, it has more fiber, protein and other nutri-

ents.  Our rice could be sold as brown or white depending  on who 

purchases it. 

View from the combine during 
bean harvest 
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     Fall is generally a 
time of year where 
we get very busy 
with harvest, but it is 
also a time where 
we can learn how to 
improve next year’s 

crop. There are a lot of factors that 
play a role in the potential yield of 
a crop, such as variety, seed quali-
ty, fertility, and field preparation. 
Another one of these factors in 
corn is emergence. 
     Uneven emergence in corn can 
have a large impact on potential 
yield. Variables that can have an 
impact on the emergence of the 
corn plant include soil type, soil 
moisture, planter settings, and 
weather. At Silent Shade, we try to 
minimize these impacts by using 
the technology that is available to 
us. This year, we began using two 
John Deere 1720 18-row, custom 
built, high speed planters. These 

of an acre to study how late 
emerging corn can affect yield. 
We flagged all of the corn plants 
that emerged in the first 48 hours 
and all the plants that came up 
after that window with different 
color flags. At the end of the sea-
son, we went back and picked the 
ears between the flags. In the im-
age above, you can clearly see 
the effect of late emergence on 
corn ear size . 
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Importance of Even Emergence in Corn Our 2018 Corn Crop: Where It Goes from Here 

     This article is the 
first in a series of arti-
cles about what hap-
pens to our crops 
after they are har-
vested from our field. 

For each crop, we want to address 
how we care for the crop after it is 
cut from the field, and then where 
it goes from there.  This quarter, 
we want to focus on our corn crop. 
     We start harvesting our corn in 
mid-August each year. In the days 
prior to harvest, we take samples 
of the corn to see what the mois-
ture level is.  Generally, we like the 
corn moisture to be between 16-
20% when we start harvest. By the 
time the kernel gets to this mois-
ture level, the plant and stalk is 
now brown. When our samples 
confirm that the moisture is be-
tween these levels, we begin har-
vest, and we transport the corn 
from the field to our grain bins or 
to the local grain elevator.  At our 
grain bins, the corn is cooled and 
dried to approximately 15.5% 
moisture. Because corn is living 
organism, air must be blown in the 
bin every few days to keep it from 
overheating and spoiling. Starting 
in December or January, we take 
that corn out of the bins and load it 
on one of our trucks. It is then 
shipped to South Mississippi to 
one of the chicken feed mills 
where it is grounded and mixed 
with soybean meal and other nutri-
ents to make chicken feed. 
     Some corn may be shipped di-
rectly to the local elevators if it 
does not need to be dried down 
anymore.  When the corn is deliv-
ered to the local elevators, such as 
Farmer’s Grain Terminal or Bunge, 
it is either stored for delivery to the 
local chicken feed mills in South 
Mississippi or it is loaded on barg-
es in Greenville and shipped to its 
future destination. Some corn may 
be exported to an ethanol plant or 
be sent to a plant to be used as  

    Kip Tom was con-
firmed by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Com-
mittee on August 23 as 
the United States Am-
bassador to the United 
Nations World Food 

Program and Food and Agriculture 
Organization.  In this position, Tom 
will be the ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations Agencies for Food and 
Agriculture, which oversees three 
United Nations agencies for food 
and agriculture located in Rome, 
Italy: the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations, 
the International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development, and the World 
Food Program. 
     Tom is the Chairman of Tom 
Farms LLC and the President of 
CereServ Inc. in Leesburg, Indi-
ana. In addition to being active in 
agri-business operations in Indi-
ana for the past 39 years, Kip has 
also served as a crop production 
consultant to various companies in 

Willard Jack 

planters allow us to get as much 
seed in the ground as possible in 
a short time frame with a high 
level of accuracy. We also used 
soil sample data to study the dif-
ferent soil types in each field and 
set the planters accordingly. We 
follow these standard practices in 
an effort to get the corn plants to 
emerge evenly. 
     This past spring, we decided 
to do an experiment on 1/1000th 
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high fructose corn syrup in soft 
drinks.  Some will be exported 
to other countries. 
     In 2018, there were over 
85,000,000 acres of corn plant-
ed according to the US Farm 
Service Agency. This acreage is 
only surpassed by the soybean 
acreage which topped all crops 
at 87,000,000 acres. The larg-
est portion of our US corn crop 
goes toward animal agriculture 
(37%), followed by ethanol 
(30%), and dried distillers grain 
(DDG) (8.7%). DDGs, a by-
product of ethanol production, 
are also a form of animal feed. 
Once the sugar and starch is 
removed for ethanol production, 
the spent grain can be made 
into dried distillers grain (DDG). 
Corn-based DDGs from the eth-
anol industry are commonly sold 
as a high protein livestock feed 
that increases efficiency and 
lowers the risk of subacute aci-
dosis in beef cattle. Thirteen 
percent of US corn goes to ex-
port. Mexico is our largest cus-
tomer followed by Japan, South 
Korea and Colombia. 
     Above is an infographic, pro-
vided by worldofcorn.com, that 
details the many uses of US 
corn by percent. There are also 

more details about our US corn 
export market. Looking at those 
figures, there is no doubt that US 
corn is a very important piece of 
our economy because of its versa-
tility in uses and its demand in for-
eign markets. For more infor-
mation about US corn, check out 
the National Corn Growers Asso-
ciation website – www.ncga.com. 

Argentina, Brazil and Chile. He 
also served on Trump’s agricul-
tural advisory committee during 
the 2016 campaign. 
     Kip Tom and the Tom Farms 
organization has been a leader 
and trendsetter in the agriculture 
community. Over the past years, 
Jeremy Jack has worked with 
Tom through the Indigo Advisory 
Board and the Association for 
Agriculture Production Execu-
tives (AAPEX). Tom’s daughter, 
Kassi Tom Rowland, is in a peer 
group with Elizabeth Jack and 
Stacie Koger. Jeremy, Stacie and 
Elizabeth often consult with dif-
ferent members of their staff 
when dealing with a new issue, 
new type of machinery or farming 
practice. At Silent Shade, we  
could not think of a better person 
to represent the United States as 
ambassador to the United Na-
tions World Food Program and 
Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion than Kip Tom. His knowledge 

Kip Tom Confirmed by U.S. Committee for Ag Ambassador Post 
and experience both as a farmer 
and an agriculture consultant will 
provide him with the tools he 
needs to do the job well. 
     In an interview with AgDay’s 
Betsy Jibben posted by Farm 
Journal Media, Tom said of his 
new position, "The goal is to work 
ourselves out of a job so we don't 
have to have these organizations. 
Show them how they can produce 
their own food. And when we 
know that the population of Africa 
is going to nearly double over the 
next 32 years, we know that 
there's gonna be a lot of stresses 
on the system. So, whatever we 
can do to help development of the 
5 or 600 million smallholder farms 
around the world is going to be an 
important part of that develop-
ment. There's a lot of work to do in 
this job." Work is something he 
knows well, and we look forward 
to seeing the difference he will 
make in world hunger through his 
new appointment. 


