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By Jeremy Jack 

BRING ON THE SUNSHINE 

 What a year it has been. This time last year, I 

saw the wettest fall that I have ever seen as a 

farmer, and the rain continued through the spring. 

For the first time, I wasn’t able to plant all of my 

crop as planned. The ongoing trade war with China 

has also kept me worried many nights. However, 

things like the weather, flooding and trade war are 

outside of my control, and during these times, pray-

er has been where I find my peace.  

 I know that God does not guarantee an easy 

road through life.  There will be pits, and there will 

be peaks. One thing I’ve learned from past pits is 

that if you look hard enough you will find blessings 

in the pits just as the peaks. For one, I’m still con-

sidered a “young” farmer (at least for a few more 

years), and this is probably as close to the 80’s like 

farming conditions that I’ve experienced in my life-

time. Rather than looking at it as negative, I look at 

it as an opportunity to improve my skills, decision-

making and leadership. If or rather, when, we have 

a great weather pattern or markets are high, I will 

be better because of these years. 

 Harvest is upon us now, and so is a 10+ day 

forecast of sun.  On top of that, the Chinese have 

bought 720,000 metric tons U.S. soybeans in the 

last three days. Keep bringing that sunshine on, 

God, bring it on. 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 

whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the 

testing of your faith develops 

perseverance. Perseverance must 

finish its work so that you may be 

mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. 

James 1: 2-4 



 

 

The need to dredge the MS River Ship Channel from 45’ to 50’ is real. 

THE DIFFERENCE OF JUST FIVE FEET 

 Between trade wars and wet weather patterns, soybean farmers recently have faced many threats 

outside of their control. In these times, it is important to pursue other ways to improve farm profitability and 

our long-term competitiveness as a soybean exporter. A recent report by Informa Economics identified one 

infrastructure improvement in particular that would achieve these two goals: dredging the Mississippi River 

Ship Channel (MRSC) from its current depth of 45’ to 50’.  

 The 250 mile stretch of the Mississippi river from Baton Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico handles 60% of 

soybean exports and 59% of corn exports. For the U.S., the Mississippi river is its most productive export 

channel.  Increasing the depth of the river by 5’ would create major transportation cost savings by allowing 

use of larger vessels as well as loading more freight on existing vessels. 

 For soybean farmers, this infrastructure improvement would increase their farm profitability. The Soy 

Transportation Coalition (STC) estimates that shipping costs for soybeans from MS gulf export terminals 

would decrease 13 cents/bushel. The ability to bring in large oceangoing vessels with larger volumes of fer-

tilizer will allow importing fertilizer more economical. In addition, the STC research believes that farmers lo-

cated closer to inland waterways would see a more positive (or less negative) basis. Informa Economics 

created the basis map below which projects the difference in interior basis at 45’ versus 50’. 



 

 

THE DIFFERENCE OF FIVE FEET (CONTINUED) 
 Deepening the MRSC to 50’ will help the United States be even more competitive with its export 

market. China and Southeast Asia are driving the change in the soybean supply chain and those coun-

tries are moving towards larger receiving equipment and higher volumes. China is aggressively expand-

ing its abilities to load and unload heavier vessels. Our competitor, Brazil, is currently investing in its 

transportation system, especially for grain and soybean exports. By making our supply chain more effi-

cient with larger vessels and higher freight capacity on current vessels, we will make our grain exports 

even more appealing to China and other importers of our grain. The figure below, created by Informa 

Economics, shows the difference in ocean rates for soybeans to China from the state of Washington, 

Brazil and the U.S. Gulf. Even though the MRSC is the top export region for soybeans and other grains, it 

has the most expensive shipping rate. 

 For this project to move forward, federal and state funding must be secured in the amount of 

$157.5 million ($118 M in federal funds/$39.5 M in state funding from the State of Louisiana). While 

the cost may seem high, the potential pay out would be higher. STC research estimates that farm-

ers in the 31 evaluated states of their report would receive an additional $461M annually for their 

soybeans due to dredging project. Also, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Director of Civil Works, 

James Dalton, wrote in his director’s report that the project had a benefit/cost ratio of 7.2 (meaning 

in general, for every dollar invested there will be a return of $7.20). Members of Congress have ex-

pressed a desire to focus on improving U.S. infrastructure, with this project on the short list. It is im-

portant for soybean producers to reach out to their representatives and tell them how this project 

would directly and positively affect your farm profitability and your state. 

 For more information about the MRSC dredging project and to access the Informa Econom-

ics analysis, visit soytransportation.org. 



 

 

By Jeremy Jack 

AERIAL IMAGERY ESSENTIAL TO EFFICIENT PGR APPLICATION 

 As our cotton plants go through the growing 

season, we must monitor their size to optimize yield. 

To do this, we spray plant growth regulators (PGR) on 

our cotton so that the plant does not grow too 

tall.  PGR directs the plant’s energy towards making 

more bolls as opposed to growing taller with less 

bolls.  

 In recent years, aerial imagery is making this 

process more exact than it has ever been. Through 

Granular Agronomy, we receive an aerial image of our 

cotton fields 2-3 times per week. The image is upload-

ed into our computer, and it is indexed in two-meter 

resolution, meaning every two square meters is given 

a number between 1 (no growth)-100 (full growth). From that image, we scout the field and determine the rate 

of PGR that needs to be applied in each section.  

 Once the rate is determined, we go back to the office computer and set up parameters for the PGR appli-

cation. We then make a variable rate application prescription from the image.  Each number range will be desig-

nated a certain application ounce. The prescription is sent through wireless technology to the sprayer and is 

downloaded by the operator.  The sprayer operator accepts the prescription and can start variable rate spraying 

across the field.  

 In the past, our cotton would be sprayed with an even amount of PGR across the entire field.  This tech-

nology allows each plant to get just the right amount of PGR to promote the best yield.  Just as a doctor pre-

scribes a different dosage amount to patients based on age and weight, farmers are now doing the same with 

plants with just the quick click of a button.   

By Elizabeth Jack 

COC PLACEMENT SERVICES TRANSFERS OWNERSHIP TO DELTA LOCALS 

 In 2007, Garold and Alberta Dungy created C.O.C. Placement Services (Cream of the Crop) with the mis-

sion of working with the best employers and placing them with the best employees.  Silent Shade became a cli-

ent of Garold and Alberta in 2009 when we began to use the H2A program. We knew very little about the pro-

gram, but we knew that we were in desperate need of temporary, seasonal help. Garold set the standard for cli-

ent care. He got to know us as an operation, and he was attentive to our needs. He made us aware of all rules 

and regulations, and he walked us through the application process. For eleven years, he provided us with some 

of the best H2A employees from South Africa.  

 As of 2020, Garold and Alberta will be retiring, and they have now sold their business to Zach and Merritt 

Harris. Zach and Merritt are both graduates of the University of Mississippi, Zach with a degree in Chemical Engi-

neering and Merritt with a degree in Marketing. Both have deep agricultural roots in the Mississippi delta, and  

understand the need for skilled labor on U.S. farms. During the 2019 season, they worked closely with Garold 

and Alberta, and we know that they will continue to operate the business with same high standards.  They will be 

handling all H2A applications for 2020. While we will miss very much working with Garold and Alberta, we are 

thankful for such a smooth transition as this is an essential program to our business. 



 

 

By Willard Jack 

WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL ABOUT SOYBEANS? 

 Recently, it seems like you cannot turn on the news 

without hearing something about soybeans.  U.S. soybeans 

have been the center of attention during trade war discus-

sions.  This comes as no surprise to us.  The U.S. leads the 

world in soybean production, and more than 41% of this pro-

duction is exported.  It has been determined that 1 in every 

4 rows of soybeans is exported to China. So, soybean agri-

culture is an essential part of the U.S. economy. 

 On our farm, soybeans make up a large portion of our 

crop—this year about 45% of our crop was planted in to soybeans. We begin planting them from April to early 

May. Since we had a wet spring and were unable to get all of our corn planted before the plant date, we made 

the decision to shift some of the planned corn acreage to beans. During the growing season, we spray crop pro-

tection as needed to fight against weeds, pests and fungus.  Soybean harvest begins in September. Once har-

vested, we send the beans to an elevator or store them in our grain bins for a later ship date. 

 Soybeans must be cleaned, dried, cracked and dehulled during processing. The oil and the meal (made 

up of protein, carbohydrates and ash) are separated and distributed to their final destination. 

 Soybeans have a variety of uses, which explains its demand. Soybean oil can be found in paints, plastics, 

pharmaceuticals, printing inks, cleaners and biofuels. Soybean meal is a common protein source for pets, poultry 

and livestock. Soy flour, which contains more than 50% protein is commonly used in many commercial bakeries. 

The soy hull is used in cereals, snacks, and fiber bran breads. (Infographic, above information and more can be 

Find more soybean data at soybeanstats.com 
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