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By Jeremy Jack 

THANKFUL FOR THOSE WHO ANSWER THE PHONE ON SUNDAY 

 Over the Labor day holiday weekend, we har-

vested rice and soybeans. We take the saying, 

“Make hay while the sunshines,” very seriously 

here. We were fortunate to have missed Hurricane 

Laura in August and Hurricane Sally in September, 

but 2020 has been described by meteorologist to 

be one of the most active hurricane seasons on rec-

ord. This seems pretty much par for the course of 

2020, right? So, for us, we intend to have our com-

bines, sprayers and tillage equipment running every 

single day until we run out of crop or it rains.  

 With that said, there is nothing more frustrat-

ing than having a combine, tractor, truck or comput-

er break down when we are trying to make every 

minute of every day count. As farmers, we are used 

to working on a holiday weekend. We usually are 

completely unaware if it is a holiday, weekday or 

weekend. It is all the same to us, and we faultily ex-

pect our business partners to think the same way.   

 With that said, I am so thankful for those es-

sential businesses who help to keep us running at 

full speed. I am thankful for my friends at Wade Inc. 

who have answered my call on a Sunday during the 

first weekend of Dove season to fix a tractor.  I am 

thankful for my friends at Twin County, who have 

answered my call on Friday at 5:30 p.m. when we  

have an electric well down. I am thankful for our friends 

at Infinite Concepts who show up at our office first thing 

in the morning when lightening struck our internet line. 

There have been countless instances during 2020 

where we have been in a bind, and the person we need-

ed most was there to answer the phone when we called. 

 Let’s face it, 2020 has been a whirlwind of unex-

pected obstacles—a pandemic, hurricanes, trade wars, 

elections—and it isn’t over yet. Even so, I have never felt 

more supported by the companies that keep us farming. 

So a big thank you to all of you—you know who you are. 

Let’s finish out crazy 2020 strong. 



 

 

 While harvest and tillage are our primary focus 

during the fall, we have one crew member who is dedi-

cated to soil sampling. Soil sampling and testing pro-

vides an estimate of the capacity of the soil to supply 

adequate nutrients to meet the needs of growing 

crops. Without fertile soil, we lose crop productivity in 

the next crop season. Soil type and fertility can vary 

across one field, and technology has given us the abil-

ity to apply fertilizer at variable rates so that each sec-

tion of the field gets just what it needs and nothing 

more. While in the past we might have spread the 

same amount of fertilizer across an entire field, we 

now can apply on a more individualized level which 

saves fertilizer and money.  

 The soil sampling process begins at the com-

puter. We download maps of each of our 82 fields and 

divide them into a 2.5 acre grid. Then we choose one 

point every 2.5 acres within the grid to sample. For ex-

ample, on our Graves farm, there is a field with 55 

acres, which divided in to a 2.5 acre grid would create 

22 points in that field for sampling. After pinpointing 

22 points on the map grid, we create labels for each 

sample point and head to Graves with a side by side or 

four wheeler. 

 In the field, we use GPS to guide us to the spots 

marked on the map of the Graves farm, and we take a 

sample of soil at each point and put it into the labeled 

bags. At the end of the day, all of the samples taken  

Preparing samples to be shipped to Waypoint Analytical. 
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SOIL SAMPLING PROVIDES A ROAD MAP FOR FERTILITY 

are organized and shipped to Waypoint Analytical in 

Memphis. Waypoint Analytical will analyze each sample, 

and within one week, email us a report of the soil fertili-

ty taken at each sample point. The report includes the 

amount of Phosphorus, Potassium, Sodium, Calcium, 

Magnesium, Sulfur, Zinc, Iron and Copper in the soil at 

each point. We upload the results into the maps on our 

computer and begin to make recommendations for 

each field. 

 As mentioned earlier, technology allows us to be 

more deliberate in our fertilizer application. As we ana-

lyze each field, we create fertilizer prescriptions on our 

computer that can be sent directly to the tractor or air-

plane, which are able to apply the fertilizer at the pre-

scribed variable rate. Post application, our soil is ready 

for another productive growing season. 

Above is a map of the soil sample testing points on the 55 acre field at the 

Graves Farm in August 2020. Each point displays the pH of the soil at that 

point in the field.  Knowing the pH at each point helps us to determine the 

amount of lime that should be spread across the field to reach optimal pH. 



 

 

 

AMERICAN SOYBEAN ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES 100 YEARS 

 The American Soybean Association (ASA) 

celebrated its 100th anniversary on August 4th on 

the farm where it all started in Camden, Indiana. 

Soyland Farms, which was owned by Taylor, Finis 

and Noah Fouts, held the “First Corn Belt Soybean 

Field Day” on September 3, 1920. The day includ-

ed field tours of soybean plots as well as produc-

tion and marketing talks led by the extension ser-

vice, USDA and other prominent soybean farmers. 

The growers in attendance at the field day also ad-

dressed the need for an organization to promote 

and develop soybean production and utilization in 

America. That day, the National Soybean Growers’ 

Association was founded, and Taylor Fouts was 

elected the first president. The name of the organi-

zation was later changed to the American Soybean 

Association in 1925. 

 Since its inception, ASA has worked tireless-

ly to support and advocate on the behalf of the soy-

bean industry. At the anniversary ceremony in Au-

gust, USDA Deputy Secretary Steve Censky spoke 

on the long, successful collaboration between the 

USDA and ASA.  He went on to reference a quote 

from the American Soybean magazine by former  
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2020 APPRECIATION DINNER CANCELLED 

ASA president Tony Anderson of Ohio, who said, “ASA 

isn’t relevant because it’s 100 years old. It’s 100 years 

old because it’s relevant.” 

 We could not agree more with Anderson’s state-

ment. Willard Jack, who was in attendance at the 100th 

anniversary ceremony in August, has served as the Mis-

sissippi board member for the American Soybean Associ-

ation for three years. During this time, he has travelled 

to DC in March and July of each year to advocate for soy-

bean farmers on the hill on behalf of ASA. During his vis-

its to DC, Willard has been able to witness firsthand the 

strength of this organization when pushing its priorities 

on the hill. Without a doubt, soybean farmers are better 

together and ASA, which has stayed true to its roots for 

100 years, has done a fantastic job leading the way. 

Here’s to 100 more. 

 After much discussion and debate, we have 

decided to cancel our 2020 Silent Shade Appreci-

ation dinner.  Since 2013, we have held our ap-

preciation dinner in November to thank our em-

ployees, landlords and business partners for 

working with us.  We like this night to be a fun 

night of food, family and fellowship with a positive 

ag-related message.  The dinner, which has al-

ways been held at our shop, also gives us an op-

portunity to give families (especially children) the 

chance to look at the farming equipment and 

learn more about how a crop is grown and har-

vested in an effort to tell our ag story.  

 Over the past year, we have been doing our 

best to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. We have 

staggered employee start times and cancelled in- 

person meetings and farm tours. While we had hoped 

that the COVID situation would have disappeared by 

now, it has not. In the interest of public safety and 

“flattening the curve,” we will kick the can on the appre-

ciation dinner to next year. We hope to see you all in No-

vember 2021! 



 

 

By Dr. Richard Turner, Agronomist 

GETTING “IN THE WEEDS” ABOUT MODES OF ACTION (MOA) 

 The use of multiple MOA herbicides, insecti-

cides and fungicides have become the standard in the 

Midsouthern USA. This is predominantly due to re-

sistant issues within weed, insect, and disease popula-

tions that are common to the area. Even though the 

use of multiple MOA’s may not resolve the resistant 

issue, it can, however, prevent it from becoming more 

prominent. The prevention of pests is controlled mainly 

through use of chemicals and the active ingredients in 

those chemicals need to be protected. Practices such 

as crop rotation, tillage, and use of multiple MOA are 

ways producers can protect chemistries on their own 

farm. Many producers in the area already use multiple 

MOA’s possibly without knowing due to the introduc-

tion of two or three way products which in most cases 

are combinations of pre-existing products. Modes of 

actions and active ingredients can be located on the 

label of all products and are designated by a predeter-

mined number that coincides with each MOA. Howev-

er, within each MOA similar chemicals can be from dif-

ferent families which is more beneficial than using the 

same chemical multiple times in the same growing 

season.  

 In some situations, foliar diseases in all com-

monly grown crops can be yield limiting to crops in our 

area. Crops are scouted multiple times a week, diseas-

es are often localized to a small area within a field. 

Key growth stages to apply a fungicide by crop are tas-

sel in corn, boot for rice, pod development for soybean 

and mid-bloom for cotton. In 2020, the use of Ap-

proach Prima was used on every acre of soybean and 

corn grown for SSPC. Approach Prima is a combination 

of Cyproconazole and Picoxystrobin. These chemicals 

are a group 3 and 11 in the triazole and stroblurin fun-

gicide families respectively. These two groups of fungi-

cides make up a majority of the fungicides used in our 

area. Due to the increased use of stroblurin fungicide 

group, many causal agents of the disease have devel-

oped tolerance or resistance to this family. Rice and 

cotton crops were routinely scouted, but no noticeable 

disease pressure was discovered so these crops re-

mained untreated during the 2020 season. The key to 

a successful disease-free crop is often in genetics 

variety selection that has a resistant or tolerate dis-

ease package to common diseases in each environ-

ment.  

 Insects have become increasingly more tolerant 

to some chemistries in recent years. Typically, we tar-

get early season pest with specific insecticides target-

ing only the crop damaging pest insect if possible. For 

example in 2020, SSPC had several soybean fields 

that reached economic threshold and required an in-

secticide application for bollworms (Helicoverpa armi-

gera). These fields were sprayed with Intrepid Edge 

which is a group 5 and 18 insecticide. This insecticide 

targets bollworms but also other caterpillers such as 

velvetbean caterpillers, green cloverworm, and soy-

bean loopers, but does not harm most beneficial popu-

lations within the soybean which can provide future 

protection. Some insects require multiple MOA insecti-

cides for consistent control and common examples of 

these are beanleaf beettles, redbanded stinkbug, and 

plantbugs. In 2020, cotton was sprayed approximately 

6 times with insecticides and four of which primarily 

targeting plant bugs. Applications for plant bug control 

used 4 different chemistries (1, 3, 4, and 15) in combi-

nations throughout the growing season.  

 Herbicides can be the largest input into most 

crops other than cost of seed. With several document-

ed herbicide resistant weeds in the Mid-South multiple 

MOA herbicides are critical. Several herbicides come 

premixed with two or more different herbicide chemis-  

Above are common products we use to combat resistance, 

which have different modes of actions combined into one. 
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GETTING “IN THE WEEDS” ABOUT MODES OF ACTION (MOA)-CONTINUED 

in the same jug. In 2020, corn had the least amount of 

herbicide MOA’s (5), followed by rice (6) and soybean and 

cotton (7) during a single growing season. Some herbi-

cides get used on different crops but in a cotton:corn rota-

tion, a total of 9 modes of action will be used throughout 

the two year rotation. Cotton can be grown using wide row 

spacing (sometimes up to 80 inches) making weed control 

difficult due to the lack of competition. The most problem-

atic weed in our area is pigweed (Palmer amaranthus). In 

2020, a total of 7 herbicide chemistries (4, 7, 9, 10, 15, 

17, and 22) were used while growing 30-in (2:1) skip row 

cotton. In the 2020 growing season across four crops a 

total of fourteen herbicide MOA’s was used in an attempt 

to keep fields weed-free and crop yield production maxim-

ized. Weed control occurs year-round with weed-free fields 

being a priority when planting is initiated. “Start Clean, 

Stay Clean.” 

 

 

SNAPSHOTS FROM OUR FARM: JULY-SEPTEMBER 

Iwilltakeaction.com provides handy MOA classification charts for 

herbicides, insecticides and fungicides. You can also download their 

app, which helps you can identify and use pesticide MOAs to give 

your crops the upper hand against pesticide resistance.  


