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THE IMPORTANCE OF STICKING TOGETHER 

 A healthy, safe and affordable food supply is 

key to our national security and personal security. For 

that reason, farmers receive media attention, for bet-

ter or worse. In the 2020 USDA Economic Research 

Service survey, there were approximately 2.02 million 

farms in the United States. Within this number are 

farms of all sizes, shapes and colors. Not to sound like 

one of the many children’s books I read my kids, but 

there are small farms, big farms, family farms, corpo-

rate farms, row crop farms, livestock farms, organic 

farms, non-organic farms, John Deere Farms, Case 

farms. You get the picture. At the end of the day, we 

are all trying to be good stewards of the land and pro-

vide a safe, healthy (and hopefully profitable) crop.  

 Don’t get me wrong, there is nothing wrong with 

friendly banter or competition in farming. I have col-

leagues of mine whose crops compete with our crops. 

We like to give ourselves a hard time about who has 

the better carb for the supper plate – rice or potatoes. 

(We think rice is superior over potatoes...but we’re bi-

ased)! At the end of the day, we laugh and learn from 

each other. However, if we were competitive rather 

than supportive, then we would both lose…and then 

the industry would never realize that adding rice flour 

to potato fries makes them crispier! It’s a win-win. 

 In past news-

letters, we have em-

phasized how im-

portant our peer 

groups have been to 

our personal and pro-

fessional growth and 

success. To have peo-

ple who want you to be your best and provide sound 

advice during the ups and downs of farming is invalua-

ble. Looking at the big picture of US agriculture, I be-

lieve now more than ever it is important for us to sup-

port each other. Within agriculture, we have our differ-

ent niches, but we are all part of the greatest agricul-

ture economy in the world. It is not big farmers vs. 

small farmers, family farms vs. corporate farms, organ-

ic vs. non-organic, gmo vs. non-gmo, till vs. no till. It is 

people who love the land and agriculture. Because 

let’s face it, if you didn’t love it, you wouldn’t do it. 

 I recently saw a quote on a hallmark card that 

said, “Snowflakes are one of nature's most fragile 

things, but just look what they can do when they stick 

together.” Let’s stick together. Support one another. 

Learn from one another. Take US agriculture to the 

next level by working together.  

Carb Competitors—Greg Halverson, 

Black Gold Potatoes, and Jeremy love to 

debate the “superior carb.” 
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FARM JOURNAL FIELD DAYS VISIT SILENT SHADE 

 On August 25, we had the pleasure to be one of 

the farm hosts for the 2021 Farm Journal Field Days. 

This year, Farm Journal Field Days was both a virtual 

and in-person event where farmers could learn about 

the latest innovations in crops, farm equipment and 

agricultural technology.  It also provided an excellent 

opportunity for farmers to network with other farmers 

across the country. From August 23-27, Farm Journal 

hosted farmers and ag industry professionals at Whis-

key Acres in Illinois, Frahm Farmland in Kansas and 

Silent Shade. 

 For our field day on August 25, we wanted to 

give attendees a snapshot of what it is like to farm in 

the Mississippi delta.  Our day began with a tour of the 

Holmes Cotton Gin in Tchula. With many attendees 

from areas outside the South, very few were familiar 

with cotton farming or the ginning process. We dis-

cussed the infrastructure and funding required to keep 

a gin running efficiently, and we showed each of the 

machines that gin the cotton before it is placed in its 

final bale. Attendees showed special interest in the 

traceability of cotton.  Our round modules have RFID 

tags embedded in the wrapping material. Prior to pro-

cessing, each module identification number is logged 

into a database at the gin linking the module and 

bales to the producing farm.   

 We made two field stops following the gin.  

First, we stopped at a cotton field.  Our agronomist, Dr. 

Richard Turner, and Dr. Tom Eubanks from Corteva 

discussed a typical cotton growing season. We empha-

sized the importance of a timely harvest of cotton be-

cause of the detrimental effects rain can have on the 

crop yield. We also touched on other aspects of grow-

ing a cotton crop, such as row pattern selection, irriga-

tion, fertilizer, and crop protection.  

 Next, we went to the rice fields where harvest 

was in full effect. Attendees were able to view the 

combine moving through the field and pull a plant to 

see the actual rice kernels. Jeremy and Richard talked 

about our recent transition to row rice from leveed rice 

over the last couple of years. 

 Our last stop was to view the Wilcox eliminator 

as it tilled a recently harvested corn field. Many at- 

tendees came from a no-till background, which has 

great benefits to the soil.  However, in our area, we 

have not had the same kind of success with no-till be-

cause of  extreme soil compaction due to our soil type. 

We explained our choice to use the Wilcox eliminator 

in recent years.  It has provided many benefits to help 

us be a more sustainable farm by reducing our tillage 

passes in the field from several to just one pass.  One 

pass allows us to reduce the fuel and tractors dedicat-

ed to tillage. 

 We wrapped the day up over Larry’s fried cat-

fish at Wister Gardens. Farm Journal brought two addi-

tional afternoon speakers for attendees: Rabo 

AgriFinance’s Neal Wimberley, Charles Nicholson and 

Tripp Shepherd who talked about playing financial of-

fense and Mitchell Hora of Continuum Ag who talked 

about how to profit from soil health. All in all, it was a 

great day of networking and learning, and we thank 

Farm Journal for letting us be a part of it.  



 

 

 

HARVEST 2021—THE HIGHLIGHTS 

 Our 2021 harvest has been a breath of fresh 

air compared to the last couple of years.  Weather 

patterns were favorable,  Our equipment and bins 

had very few breakdowns. Prices were better than 

average, and we were able to start earlier on corn 

since we had just finished our grain dryer installa-

tion. We are thankful. 

 Corn harvest began on August 9. Compared 

to our other crops, corn harvest is the most intense.  

The bushels per acre is higher which requires more 

trucking capacity.  Also, the majority of our corn is 

dried and stored in bins which requires staffing 

24/7. When we start cutting rice at the same time 

as corn, our staff is stretched to the limit, usually 

working 80+ hour weeks. Throw in Hurricane Ida—

and the pressure is on.  

 Unlike some farmers in our area, we did not 

have all of our corn harvested before Hurricane Ida 

hit the Gulf Coast. With 20% of our corn and 80% of 

our rice still in the field, we held our breath as she 

barreled through Louisiana headed our way. Fortu-

nately, Ida headed further east than anticipated, 

and we only received about 1.5” of rain and very lit-

tle wind.  Both the corn and rice remained standing. 

 However, Ida did leave behind a few unex-

pected consequences. Barges full of corn headed 

down the Mississippi River towards New Orleans 

came to a halt due to electrical outages at the port, 

sending the local basis on corn negative. Our grain 

bins were full as well, but we were able to rent a 

space to store our remaining corn until the situation 

was resolved. We finished corn on September 8, 

and we were all able to breathe a sigh of relief. Our 

yields were better than expected, and we could now 

focus our energy on our soybean and rice crop.  

 Our equipment strategy for our corn and rice 

was to have two combines dedicated to our soy-

beans and one combine dedicated to our rice. This 

year was our first year to try John Deere’s new X9 

combine. Watching the X9 run alongside our S790 

combine, we could immediately see a difference. At 

a minimum, the X9 ran about 30% faster across our 

field without loss of grain quality. It is also used 

about 20% less fuel than our S790. In looking to the 

future, we are studying whether we could potentially do 

the same work with two X9s that we have been doing 

with three S790s. We are always looking for ways to be 

more efficient, and the X9 could potentially reduce our 

fuel usage during harvest and allow us to maintain our 

harvest capacity with one less machine. As mentioned 

earlier, our crew is spread thin at harvest. Reducing one 

operator would allow us to have an additional skilled 

person to work on other projects on the farm (spraying, 

grain movement, tillage, soil sampling) rather than be 

tied up in harvest.  

 One other thing of note this harvest is that this 

year the majority of our rice was row rice rather than 

levee rice. We were pleased with yields and will likely 

continue to lean towards more row rice in the future. 

Likely, we will have an article in the next newsletter 

about our continued findings on row rice vs. levee rice. 

 While harvest is not complete, we are much fur-

ther along than we have been the last couple of years. 

We still have about 30% of our soybeans and 90% of 

our cotton to finish. However, after living through 

strange weather patterns to trade wars to covid the last 

couple of years, we are very happy to say this harvest 

was “NORMAL.”  Here’s to many more. Cheers! 



 

 

 

IMPROVING SOIL PH: AGRICULTURAL LIME 

 

LABOR SHORTAGE CONTINUES TO BE A TOP THREAT FOR 2022 

 As we continue to navigate our post-covid 

world, labor shortage keeps us up at night. In our com-

munity, this fear is not limited to agriculture business-

es, but also shared by the service and healthcare in-

dustries. During 2020 and early 2021, the additional 

$300 in federal unemployment aid meant that many 

recipients could earn more on unemployment than in 

a full-time, $15-an-hour job. Agriculture work requires 

long hours often in extreme temperatures. How could 

we compete with that? 

 According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 

number of job openings reached a 20 year high of 

10.9 million on the last business day of July, making it 

all-the-more difficult for businesses and supply chains 

to keep up with post-pandemic demands. On our farm, 

we are trying to harvest a crop with 16% less farm 

workers than we had last year and 25% less than the 

year before. Despite advertising on Facebook, Indeed 

and a large sign posted at our office entrance, we are 

not receiving applications for qualified workers. 

 Over the past ten years, we have relied on the 

H2a program to help bridge the gap in our labor short-

age, but that program has started to feel more fragile 

due to travel bans and high worker turnover. General-

ly, we prefer to at least keep our local to H2a labor dis-

tribution to 1:1, but prefer 2:1. Leaning into the pro-

gram to make up for the gap seems like a risky choice 

since the program is not necessarily guaranteed from 

year to year. 

 As we look towards 2022, we are being forced 

to study our options. Our current staff, which will prob-

ably work close to 2,800 hours this year, cannot ab-

sorb additional work. Do we invest in larger machin-

ery? Do we increase wages and benefits to attract 

more applicants? Do we go against our rule and lean 

more heavily in the H2a program? Will people begin to 

come back to work between now and next spring? 

These are all questions that we are considering with-

out answers at this point, but we will have to make 

some big decisions by the end of the year. 

 For as long as we can remember, agricultural 

lime has been an important part of our soil fertility pro-

gram. Ag lime is simply limestone that has been pulver-

ized down to a fine particle size, almost like flour. Simi-

lar to acid reducers, such as Tums, that we use to re-

lieve heartburn and neutralize acid, ag lime works as 

an acid reducer for our soil.  Both ag lime and Tums 

use Calcium Carbonate to neutralize acidity.  

 Acidic soil limits yield potential and fertilizer up-

take, but applying lime to the soil helps to neutralize 

the acid and grow a healthier crop. Studies have 

shown that the benefits of lime application include: 

healthier roots because of reduced exposure to alumi-

num, improved uptake of major plant nutrients 

(phosphorus, nitrogen and potassium), increased mi-

crobial activity, and increased calcium and/or magne-

sium levels in the soil. 

 It is ideal to spread our lime immediately after 

our growing season or crop removal to allow lime to 

react, correcting soil pH before the next growing sea-

son. Fall application usually has better field conditions 

for our equipment which subsequently causes less  

stress on us as well. After harvest, we perform soil 

sampling on a 2.5 acre grid to determine soil acidity. 

Based on the results of the soil sampling, we make a 

plan for our lime application. In perfect conditions, 

we like to spread lime at a variable rate using our  

Meyer  spreader in the fall after the field is harvest-

ed. Once the lime is spread, we thoroughly incorpo-

rate it in the soil using our Wilcox Eliminator followed 

by a hipper. 

 Closely, monitoring soil pH yearly and making 

adjustments using timely lime applications helps to 

start the next growing season off on the right track.  

Our Meyer Spreader getting ready for fall lime application. 



 

 

 

SNAPSHOTS FROM OUR FARM: JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2021 


