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Merry Christmas from Our Family to Yours! 

 

 

 

     As 2015 comes to a close, our 
Silent Shade family wants to wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  We feel fortunate to have 
spent the past year with such a great 
staff, and we are thankful for their 
families who provide a support sys-
tem for them during the busy planting 
and harvest seasons.  To celebrate 
the holidays, Silent Shade Planting 
Company and Willard Jack Trucking 
will be closed between Christmas 
and New Years Day so that we can 
spend time with our families to cele-
brate the Christmas season. 

Cindy Hood and Jose Watson  

Stacie Koger @ #EWA 

Food, Family & Science 
     When I was a 
child, I enjoyed sci-
ence, and I believed 
it was going to open 
doors for a bright fu-
ture – not only in agri-
culture, but also med-

icine, technology, engineering and 
many other fields.  However, in 
today’s world, combining science 
with food has gotten a bad name.  
Buzz words like GMO have made 
their way into American’s kitchens 
and put people into a frenzy.  
     This September, Elizabeth and 
I welcomed Thomas Pratt Jack to 
our family.  His birth was particu-
larly special for Elizabeth and me 
because Thomas was the prize of 
a long three year infertility battle.  
We are not alone - it seems more 
and more couples these days 
struggle having children.  Fortu-
nately for us, we were good candi-
dates for in vitro fertilization, and 
the science of in vitro has pro-
gressed so that doctors can actu-
ally fertilize the egg using a pro-
cess called I.C.S.I. for couples 

who have no success through 
conventional fertilization.  After 
the second transfer of two embry-
os, Elizabeth and I found out that 
she was expecting a baby boy.  
There are no words to describe 
our excitement, and Thomas 
would not have been born without 
the evolution of fertility science.  
     Interestingly enough, the in 
vitro process reminds me of the 
progression of agriculture sci-
ence, such as the development of 
GMOs.  A GMO is created when 
a scientist takes a desired gene 
from one plant and inserts it into 
another plant, resulting in a 
healthy, more efficient plant. No 
chemicals or hormones are added 
to the plant.  Traditional breeding 
of plants takes longer and produc-
es more random results.  Using 
GMO technology, scientists can 
pick a specific gene or set of 
genes and insert it into another 
plant creating a GMO.  We plant 
GMO corn because it has a trait 
making it more resistant to in-
sects.  For a farmer that lives in  

an area prone to drought, he may 
grow a GMO crop that has been 
created to use water more efficient-
ly so that his crop can survive.  
     Crops and children have been 
around since the beginning of time.  
Just as some couples struggled to 
have children, some farmers strug-
gled to grow a productive crop.  
Thankfully, science has opened 
doors so that success is possible.  
So next time you’re at Whole foods 
or liking an anti-GMO article on Fa-
cebook, do remember that it is be-
cause of science that we have the 
safest, most abundant, affordable 
food supply that will be around for 
our children (like Thomas) and fu-
ture generations after them. 

Transfer #1 

Transfer #2 (Thomas) Thomas Pratt Jack—9.8.15 
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Feeding for Today/Farming for Tomorrow 

Feed for Today/Farm for Tomor-
row.  They were a founding mem-
ber of the Field to Market group—
a diverse alliance of grower organ-
izations, agribusinesses, food 
companies, and conservation or-
ganizations with the goal measur-
ing environmental, health and so-
cio-economic outcome of agricul-
ture.  Pioneer’s staff also works 
closely with local farmers to pro-
vide high yielding seed products 
and effective tracking software, 
such as Encirca—a software 
which uses predictive analysis to 
increase farm production and effi-
ciencies. 
     We feel fortunate to have 
DuPont Pioneer as one of our 
partners, and we look forward to 
working with them in years to 
come as we “Feed for Today/Farm 
for Tomorrow.”  Enjoy a few pic-
tures from our dinners below.  We 
also created 
shirts for the 
event.  If you 
would like a 
“Feeding for To-
day/Farming for 
Tomorrow” shirt, 
contact Eliza-
beth Jack at 
662.247.1214. 

     A lot of atten-
tion and re-
search has been 
conducted in the 
midsouth regard-
ing potential ben-
efits of applying 
a foliar fungicide  

to field corn at or around the pre-
tassle growth stage. The results 
have been mixed with numerous 
factors affecting the outcome, spe-
cifically grain yield and net return 
from the application of a foliar fun-
gicide. Some of the well-known 
factors that affect corn response 
or lack of response to the use of a 
foliar fungicide include, but are not 
always limited too: corn hybrid ge-
netics, crop rotation, irrigation, 
planting date, and environmental 
conditions throughout the growing 
season. One other factor that has 
not been widely evaluated is the 
effect of corn seeding rate on po-
tential response of foliar fungicides 
in corn.  
     A large block, replicated field 
trial was conducted in conjunction 
with Dupont-Pioneer Agronomy 
Research group to evaluate poten-
tial response of an application of 
Approach Prima fungicide applied 
at 6.8 oz/acre to corn in the brown 
silk growth stage. Corn was plant-
ed in 2 blocks within the field, with 
each block having strips of the fol-
lowing seeding rates (x1000): 24, 
28, 32, 36, and 40, respectively. 
Approach Prima was applied by 
air at 10 gallons/acre and an adju-
vant was added at ¼% v/v. The 
middle section, including all seed-
ing rates, was not treated and 
served as the untreated check. 
The corn hybrid was Pioneer 
2089YHR. Another point that is 
important to make is the particular 
field utilized for the project has 
been in continuous corn for four 
years.  
     Corn response to fungicide 
across all seeding rates was  

positive and when averaged 
across all seeding rates the 
yield increase from an applica-
tion of Approach Prima at brown 
silk was 9 bushels/acre (see 
graph above).  Taking into ac-
count the cost of the fungicide 
and application cost and $4.25 
corn, this is a $17/acre net re-
turn.  
     Seeding rate had little impact 
on response due to fungicide 
application. The yield increase 
was consistent across all seed-
ing rates. Seeding rate as a 
whole had minimal impact on 
corn yield. Plant populations 
ranged from just more than 
24,000 plants/acre to just under 
40,000 plants/acre. Yields were 
consistent across seeding rates 
when averaged across the two 
block of seeding rate strips in 
the field. Pioneer 2089YHR is 
an excellent hybrid that has 
good ear flex characteristics. 
With this in mind, when looking 
at a vast array of seeding rate 
data for this hybrid across years, 
locations, soil types, soil condi-
tions, and in irrigated environ-
ments we don’t plant less than 
32,000 seed/acre. We only 
planted the lower seeding rates 
in this trial to cover a wide range 
of seeding rates and to ensure  

we covered the low and high end 
of potential seeding rates. Typical-
ly, in the spring we often only get 
one shot to get an excellent stand 
and environmental conditions can 
change very rapidly. I would rather 
not get into a replant situation be-
cause I planted too little seed the 
first time. It is often times better to 
have a little too many plants than 
not enough.  
     The overall results of this pro-
ject showcase the potential bene-
fits of using a timely application of 
Approach Prima in field corn, es-
pecially in a continuous behind 
corn environment. A foliar fungi-
cide application will be in our corn 
budget for 2016. Even when com-
modity prices are in a down turn, it 
still results in a positive net return 
in a lot of situations, especially in 
irrigated and top end yield envi-
ronments.     

Silent Shade Agronomy & Research 
Corn Response to Foliar Fungicides  

Employee Appreciation Dinner—11.5.2016 

     First, we try to be good stew-
ards of the land. For example, we 
use variable rate technology when 
planting seeds or applying fertiliz-
er.  This practice ensures that the 
right amount is applied to the acre 
which helps to eliminate waste.  
We also use various organic ferti-
lizers, such as chicken litter, bio-
solids and food processing residu-
als, to keep the soil highly produc-
tive for years to come.  In addition, 
we put extra time into conserva-
tion projects, such as tailwater 
recovery systems and adding 
pads and pipes to land where 
needed. 
     We also try to stay innovative 
with our farming practices.  For 
example, ag software, such as 
Granular, Encirca and John Deere  
Farm Sight, help keep track of our 
inputs, seeding rates and costs.  
We also rely on the use of surge 
valves and moisture meters.  
These new innovations in irriga-
tion technology help us to con-
serve water and irrigate efficiently.   
     Those are just a few things we 
do to promote soil fertility, con-
serve water and increase yields 
so that we can meet the needs of 
the world’s growing population. 
     Dupont Pioneer both under-
stands and shares our mission to  

     This fall, we celebrated the end 
of harvest with an appreciation din-
ner for our employees on Novem-
ber 5 and landlords and vendors on 
November 6.  As in the past, we 
held the dinners in our shop in Bel-
zoni; however, this year, Silent 
Shade partnered with Pioneer, who 
offered to sponsor the dinner, and 
together we spoke on the theme – 
“Feeding for Today/Farming for To-
morrow.”  We chose this theme be-
cause it was a mission that both of 
our companies shared. 
     Our mission at Silent Shade is to 
safely and efficiently produce high-
quality raw food and fiber commodi-
ties, to maximize profitability, to 
support our rural community and to 
advance agricultural practices to 
meet the needs of future genera-
tions to come.  When we decided 
on our theme of “Feeding for To-
day/Farming for Tomorrow,” we 
were focusing on the last portion of 
our mission statement – what are 
we doing to advance agricultural 
practices to meet the food needs of 
future generations to come?  
  

Landlord Appreciation Dinner—11.6.2015 


