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SOMETIMES YOU’VE GOT TO BE THANKFUL FOR THE BASE HIT 

 As we close the book on another crop season, it 

always is a time of reflection for us – what did we do 

great, where can we improve, what was out of our con-

trol, was it a homerun, a base hit or did we strike out? 

To be honest, we started 2022 thinking this was going 

to be a homerun kind of year. The kind of year you 

hope to see at least once every ten years. Our bases 

were loaded and we were ready hit it out of the park. 

However, as the year progressed, weather and infla-

tion made us tame our expectations to a nice, solid 

base hit. 

 When I talk to other farmers locally and those 

in my peer group, the consensus seems to be the 

same – weather and inflation really took a hit at our 

bottom line. While the weather was favorable during 

planting, we had a drought during the summer. With 

our irrigation systems in place, we can manage a 

drought, but it does make the crop more costly. We 

started harvesting corn at the end of July, and we were 

able to get it out without a hitch. However, the ultra-dry 

weather caused several combine fires that were safely 

extinguished. After we finished corn harvest, the rain 

finally came, and it came with a vengeance. In the sec-

ond week of August, we had a low pressure system 

over the Mississippi delta, which dropped 8+ inches 

on our soybean and cotton crop. Sometimes, our crop  

can handle that kind of rain if it is followed by sunshine 

with a nice breeze. Unfortunately, this system was fol-

lowed by several days of high humidity and overcast 

skies. The moisture caused damage to our soybean 

quality and also caused boll rot in some our cotton. 

 Inflation has affected every industry including 

agriculture. The cost of our groceries are running 50% 

higher than they did over a year ago. The cost of travel 

and clothes has increased. Similarly, for farmers, the 

cost of our inputs, equipment, fuel and labor increased 

significantly this year. Because of this, we had to man-

age all of these costs closely, and we had to make sure 

we were doing all things in the most efficient manner. 

For example, we made the decision this year to no 

longer work our crew on Sundays. We encouraged our 

crew to work efficiently Monday-Saturday, and Sundays 

can be dedicated to church, family and rest. Not only 

did it reduce our labor costs, but it improved morale 

and reduced accidents. So, I am thankful for the learn-

ing opportunities that come out of tight times. 

 Continuing my baseball analogy, we ended the 

year with a solid base hit. My wife always tells me that I 

overestimate what I can do in one year and underesti-

mate what I can do in ten. Ten years of base hits turns 

into seven home runs. So, I’m thankful for this year’s 

base hit and ready to get back on the plate for 2023. 



 

 

Elizabeth Jack 

REGIONAL EMMY WINNING MINI-SERIES BY MSU TV   

HIGHLIGHTS FARM STRESS 

 Farm stress is real. Markets are volatile. Profit 

margins continue to tighten as costs for equipment 

and inputs rise. Weather is unpredictable. One natural 

disaster can devastate a farm business, farm family 

and farming community. Farming is dangerous. Grain 

bins, large machinery, and road hazards make it one 

of the top ten most dangerous industries in the United 

States. Farming can also be isolating. The intrinsic na-

ture of the agricultural occupation is independent, but 

it can be a heavy burden to carry mentally.  

 This past summer, Mississippi State University 

released On the Farm, a four part mini-series that fo-

cuses on farm stress and mental health. The mini-

series gives an honest look at the stress agriculture 

producers face by detailing the experiences of four 

farmers from Mississippi and Alabama as they deal 

with the daily stresses of farm life. One farmer details 

the pressure to be profitable with tight margins, short 

windows, and rising input costs. He states that in his 

20 years of farming, he tried to quit 19 times. He said 

the first 18 times he wanted to quit because he was 

barely breaking even. In the 19th year, he made a lot 

of money, and the stress of how to smartly re-invest 

the money into his farm sent him to the emergency 

room. What he thought was a heart attack was a panic 

attack caused by farm stress. Another dairy farmer 

from Alabama described the pressure he carried as a 

fourth-generation farmer. Since 2010, more than 30% 

of the dairies in Mississippi and Alabama have closed 

because the cost of production practices has sky-

rocketed, and only the larger dairies can attain the 

economy of scale to be profitable. Three generations 

before him had grown and maintained the farm, and 

the fear of losing the farm under his watch caused ex-

treme stress. 

 The mini-series’ honest portrayal of farm life 

and farm stress won MSU TV two regional Emmy 

awards. It also introduced an avenue to help farmers 

who are overwhelmed by farm stress. At the end of the 

series, Mississippi Agriculture Commissioner Andy Gip-

son introduces the 988 Suicide Crisis Lifeline. The 

Lifeline is for all Mississippians, but especially for 

those who live and work in rural areas of the state with 

limited access to mental health resources. If a farmer 

calls 988, he or she will be able to talk to a trained cri-

sis counselor 24/7/365. In farming, there are times 

where the problems and stresses we face seem insur-

mountable. All of us deal with stress differently, but a 

loss to suicide impacts the family, the farm and the 

community. No one should feel that is the only way 

out. The 988 Suicide Crisis Lifeline is there to provide 

hope to those who feel no other way out or who are 

just struggling with stress. 

 If you would like to watch On the Farm, it is 

available to watch online for free. Go to OnThe-

Farm.Life. 

Above left: Associate producers of On the Farm, Dr. David Buys (second from left) and Indianola native, Dr. Mary Nelson Robertson (fourth from left), pose with the 

regional Emmy awards for the mini-series. Above right: Farmer, Nathan Casburn of Sumner, MS, describes the challenges of farming with an opioid addiction. 



 

 

 

THE NEW YEAR BRINGS NEW TRUCKS TO WILLARD JACK TRUCKING 

 Silent Shade’s sister company, Willard Jack 

Trucking, provides local hauling services for custom-

ers in the Mississippi delta area and up to a 300 air-

mile radius of Belzoni, MS. With a diverse set of trail-

ers, our trucks can haul dry and liquid fertilizer, bulk 

and package crop protection products, grains, grav-

el, dirt, asphalt, seed tenders, lime, pipes, cotton 

bales, cotton seed and bio-solids. For many years, 

we have used Freightliner day cabs to haul our prod-

ucts. As our Freightliner lease was coming to an end 

in 2022, we started evaluating our truck leasing op-

tions. After much consideration, we decided to start 

leasing 2023 Mack trucks through Tri-State Truck 

Center. 

 Tri-State Truck Center is a fourth-generation 

family business. Since 1945, it has been a full-

service truck dealer, and today, it has eleven loca-

tions in Mississippi, Arkansas, Tennessee and Mis- 

souri.  Two Tri-State locations are within 25 miles of our 

headquarters – Indianola and Greenwood. As part of 

our lease, Tri-State manages the preventive mainte-

nance and DOT inspection records for our trucks. They 

also can provide rental trucks in the event of an acci-

dent or mechanical issues to keep our drivers rolling. 

 We are excited about our move from Freightliner 

to Mack. It was a difficult decision because we have 

had a good track record with Freightliners over the 

years. Being a local hauler for mainly agriculture prod-

ucts, our trucks spend many hours on dirt or gravel 

roads. It can be really hard on a truck that was built for 

highways and interstates. Mack has had a long-standing 

reputation for being “tough work” trucks. In fact, their 

mission statement is “trucks built to work.” Macks are 

light and fuel-efficient, which allows them to do more. 

Agricultural work is tough on trucks, and we feel like 

these new trucks will be up to the challenge.  

 

GET TO KNOW YOUR FERTILIZERS: POTASH 

 When harvest is complete, we begin soil sam-

pling our fields on a 2.5 acre grid. The results of the 

soil sampling gives us a clear picture of the soil fertil-

ity and provides us with a road map for fertilizer ap-

plication for the new crop year. In the next several 

newsletters, we plan to explore the nutrients that we 

apply to our soil to boost our soil fertility. Potassium 

(also known as Potash), Nitrogen (N) and Phospho-

rus (P) are classified as macronutrients. They are es-

sential for soil fertility and plant health. Over the next 

few newsletters, we are going to do a short article 

about the importance of these three macronutrients, 

starting with Potassium, which is more commonly 

referred to as Potash.  

 Before we get into the importance of potassi-

um for plant growth and health, let’s think about 

what potassium does for our own body. Potassium is 

necessary for the normal functioning of all cells. 

It regulates the heartbeat, ensures proper function of 

the muscles and nerves, and is vital for synthesizing 

protein and metabolizing carbohydrates. This is what 

it does for plants. Giving plants the adequate 

amount of potassium allows for increased root 

growth, improved drought tolerance, increased pro- 

tein content in plants and decreased spread of crop dis-

eases and nematodes. Proper potassium levels also aid 

in photosynthesis and food formation.  

 Potash is the generic name for potassium prod-

ucts that we use to fertilize our soils. Canada has one of 

the largest potassium salt deposits in the world, and it is 

where most of our potash comes from. We purchase it by 

the ton, and it comes to us in a granular form, which 

looks similar to ground up rock. Using our Kuhn spread-

er, we spread it at a variable rate based on our soil sam-

ples on our cotton, soybeans and corn acres. The majori-

ty of spreading occurs in the fall and spring. Throughout 

the year as we monitor plant growth, we can look for 

signs where there is a potassium deficiency. For exam-

ple, in corn and soybeans, a potassium deficiency can 

cause scorching on the outer edge of the leaf. Potassium 

deficiency will also cause poor root development in corn. 

In our cotton crop, cotton “rust,” where the cotton leaf 

becomes reddish brown, dies, sheds prematurely is com-

mon with a potassium deficiency. 

 A healthy plant starts with fertile soil rich in nutri-

ents, like potassium. As we gear up for our 2023 crop 

year, we are making sure our fields are ready to give our 

plants their best chance at success. 



 

 

 

10TH ANNUAL APPRECIATION DINNER                                        

WITH KEYNOTE SPEAKER, BARBIE BASSETT 

 On November 18, we hosted our 10th annual 

Silent Shade appreciation dinner. Each year, it is held 

on the Thursday before Thanksgiving, shortly after we 

wrap up the crop season. We hold this dinner to show 

our appreciation to those who work with us during the 

growing season. Without our employees, landlords, 

bankers, equipment dealers, seed and chemical deal-

ers, insurance salesmen, repair technicians, electri-

cians, and many others, we would not be able to plant, 

harvest and sell our crop. For some, we work together 

primarily by phone, and so this dinner is the one time 

we get to see them in person.  

 We plan our dinner to be a night of fun, food 

and fellowship, and we want guests to leave at the end 

of the night understanding a little more about agricul-

ture than they did when they came. The dinner is held 

in our shop in Belzoni where we work daily, which forc-

es us to do an annual (and much needed!) deep clean. 

We also have equipment on display for those who want 

to go inside and take a look. This year, we displayed 

the John Deere Baler Picker, the See and Spray Spray-

er, and a tractor. Gary Lott catered the meal which in-

cluded brisket, smoked chicken, mac and cheese, 

baked beans, slaw and banana pudding. 

 Following dinner, our keynote speaker was Bar-

bie Bassett. When we plan this dinner, we try to think 

of a new and interesting speaker who has a tie to agri-

culture and an uplifting message. Barbie Bassett has 

been on our list for a while. Barbie grew up on a farm 

not too far from us in Marks, Mississippi. She was 

awarded “Best Weathercast” by the Associated Press 

several times, and she was WLBT’s first chief meteorol-

ogist in its 50+ year history. Today, she is the news an-

chor for WLBT’s award winning Morning News and co-

host of the “Today at 11” show. In agriculture, our lives 

revolve around the weather. It rains too much or not 

enough. Our farm can be both positively and negatively 

affected by the forecast, and we check it constantly 

regardless of the season. I would bet that Barbie’s 

childhood on a farm might have influenced her choice 

to be a meteorologist. In addition to her work as a me-

teorologist, Barbie is also active in her church, volun-

teers her time at the Salvation Army, sits on the  

Board of Directors for the MS Hugh O’Brian Youth 

Leadership Foundation, has donated her hair 11 

times to Great Lengths (an organization that makes 

human hair wigs for women who have lost their hair to 

cancer), owns Cloud 9 Clothiers (an online women’s 

boutique), is founder of Vic Beauty (which offers skin-

care and make-up, haircare and nailcare products), 

and owns Good News Candle Company (which creates 

unique candles for boutiques around the country). If 

that wasn’t enough, she also has two best seller 

books: “Forecasts and Faith: 5 Keys to Weathering 

the Storms of Life” and “Carry an Umbrella When 

There’s No Rain in the Forecast.” She seems to have 

more hours in a day than the rest of us, which makes 

one wonder how she “does it all.” In her presentation, 

she credited her childhood on the farm as the building 

blocks for her work ethic, drive, and community-

mindedness.  

 All in all, it was a fantastic night. We want to 

give a big thanks to all who came this year, especially 

in spite of the rainy and cold weather. Also, we are 

thankful for our dinner sponsors, Corteva, Wade Inc., 

Cannon and Tri-State. Without them, our dinner would 

not be possible.  



 

 

 

SNAPSHOTS FROM OUR FARM: OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2022 


